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Bosnia and Herzegovina

Your Excellency,

Thank you again for participating in our program: "Finishing the Work in Bosnia and Herzegovina:
Ending Genocide Denial and the Glorification of War Criminals: A Conversation with Ambassador Dr.
Valentin Inzko, High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina," on February 28. We are writing
now to express our continuing concern about the escalation of genocide denial and the glorification of
war criminals in the entity Republika Srpska.

We are indeed grateful for your recent initiative to remove the plaque for Radovan Karadzi¢ from the
student dormitory in Pale, as well as for your demand that the Assembly of Republika Srpska's rescind
its recognition, in October 2016, of founding members of Republika Srpska, including Karadzi¢,
Biljana Plavsi¢, and Mom¢ilo Krajisnik.! Further, we are grateful that you have indicated your intention to
impose a law against genocide denial and the glorification of war criminals, if such a law is not passed
by the parliamentary processes of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Now, we understand your rationale for waiting to prohibit the glorification of certain convicted war
criminals until the second instance verdict has been rendered as a final disposition. However, in the
nearly five years since the abovementioned awards were conferred, for example, the glorification of
war criminals and their atrocities have proliferated in the entity of Republika Srpska. This includes
cases of glorification of war crimes that go beyond attachment of guilt to specific individuals, but need
to be addressed due to their extreme damage to reconciliation prospects in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Some plaques and statues have glorified specific war criminals, such as the plaque for Ratko Mladi¢
installed on Vraca Hill,? or the plaque for Karadzi¢. But many monuments, in Bijelina, Prijedor,
Visegrad, and Trnopolje, for example, make vague references to the " defenders of Republika Srpska,"
"the fallen Serb fighters" or "fighters who lay the foundation of Republika Srpska."? As these
monuments are not dedicated to specific individuals, they are not subject to first or second order
verdicts, and so, by your approach, they are not subject to removal. In the meantime, these and other
monuments are colonizing the cultural landscape and are negatively affecting the consciousness of the
next generation, as is evident by genocide denial and the glorification of war criminals by emerging
of Srebrenica and Banja Luka, respectively. But according to your rationale, these monuments will
remain in place.



Widespread genocide denial and the proliferation of these plaques and statues in the entity Republika
Srpska have contributed to the emergence of a culture of "triumphalism"--a term proposed by scholar
Hariz Halilovich--as part of which the atrocities are not denied but rather celebrated.* Such instances of
triumphalism include, for example, T-shirts and banners bearing the images and names of war
criminals, such as Ratko Mladi¢, as well as slogans evoking the terror of the Srebrenica genocide,
including "Noz, zica, Srebrenica" [knife, barbed-wire, Srebrenica], a slogan that celebrates the binding
of Srebrenica prisoners' wrists with barbed wire and their murder with a knife. Yet these phenomena
that intimidate and insult survivors in violation of Annex 7 of the Dayton Peace Accords, and that
contribute to revisionism and denial, are not subject to "second instance verdicts" so they will continue
to proliferate with impunity.>

Another example of such memorials are the images and statues glorifying Cetnik leader Draza
Mihailovi¢, a leader who is appropriated by contemporary Bosnian Serb ultranationalists in order to
glorify atrocities committed from 1992 to 1995. Last year, a mural bearing the image of Mihailovi¢
appeared in Foca, and very recently, the City Assembly of Bijelina voted to build a memorial to
Mihailovi¢.

Even more recently, on April 12, 2021, ViSegrad municipality held an official ceremony honoring
Russian volunteers who died participating in atrocities committed by the so-called Army of Republika
Srpska. In a perverse display of revisionism, the Minister of Labor and Veterans' and Disabled
Protection of the Republic of Srpska, Dusko Milunovi¢, and Visegrad Mayor Mladen Purevi¢,
glorified the Russian volunteers as heroes of the "patriotic defense" of Republika Srpska.® We remind

you that a Russian cross was installed in memory of the Russian volunteers on the hill above Visegrad
in 2017.7

An entire generation of young people in Republika Srpska are growing up with the impression that the
convicted war criminals are heroes. Genocide denial, the glorification of war criminals, and the
celebration of the genocide, are clear indicators that the atrocities could be repeated.® This is a matter
of grave concern. Such denialist practices foreclose the possibility of restorative justice and deny the
survivors a future.

Your excellency, this widespread culture of denial, glorification, and triumphalism must be
condemned by your offices in the strongest possible terms. Monuments and plaques to the perpetrators
should be removed. Public celebrations of the genocide at sporting events, for example, should be
banned and criminalized. We urge you to take immediate action through your BONN Powers to rein in
this culture of hate and provocation in the entity of Republika Srpska. We urge you, further, to
establish a citizen's commission, including members of the diaspora, to document and publicly
condemn instances of denial, glorification, and triumphalism with a public education campaign, and to
prepare a plan for their removal. We stand prepared to assist you in this process.

Now that the House of Peoples has once again failed to pass the proposed law against genocide denial
and the glorification of war criminals, we urge you to finally follow through on your promise to
implement such a law in Bosnia.’ Your action in this regard would be a crucial step in reasserting the
primacy of the rule of law in a post-genocide society, and in protecting survivors from further
intimidation and trauma.



Sincerely,

Prof. Dr. David Pettigrew, Professor of Philosophy and Holocaust and Genocide Studies,
Southern Connecticut State University, Steering Committee, Yale Genocide Studies Program,
Dr. Adna Karamehi¢-Oates, Director, Center for Bosnian Studies, Fontbonne University,
Mead Misi¢, Esq., Attorney, Boston Massachusetts,

for the Working Group for Bosnia and Herzegovina
with co-signatories

Kenan Arnautovi¢, M.D., Ph.D., Neurosurgeon, Memphis, Tennessee,

Azem Dervisevi¢, Business and Community Entrepreneur, Cambridge, MA,

Russ Carnahan, former United States Representative for Missouri’s 3rd Congressional District,
Damir Husamovi¢, M. Econ, Community Activist, St. Louis, MO,

Amir Ov¢ina, Esq., Attorney, Chicago, Illinois,

Patrick McCarthy, Director Medical Center Library, Associate Dean University Libraries,

St. Louis University,

Djenita Pasic, Esq., Attorney, Louisville, Kentucky
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